
Instructionen.

I)ie hier folgenden Instruetionen sind aus einer kleinen Broschüre

abgedruckt‚ welche den Titel führt: »Instrzmtz'ons for the Eapedt'tz'on

towards the rVU7‘l/t Pole from 1101}. Geo. Ill. Robeson, Secretary of the

rVaoy; wit/t rm uppomlizz‘from the National Academy ofSez'cnces. Wash»

ington: Government Printing Office 187l.u pp. SG.

NAVY DEPARTMENT‚ June 9, 1871.

Sin: Having been appointed‚ by the President of the United States, corn—

1nander of the expedition toward the North Pole7 and the steamer Polaris ha-

ving been fittcd, equipped, provisioned, and assigued for the purpose. you are

placed in command of the said vessel, her ot'fieers and crew7 for the purposes

of the said expedition. Ilaving taken command, you will proeeed in the vessel,

at the earliest possible date, from the navy yard in this city to New York.

From New York you will proeeed to the first favorable port you are able to

make on the west coast of (älreenland7 stopping‚ if you deem it desirable, at

St. Johns, Newfournlland. From the first port made by you, on the west eoast

of Greenland, if farther south than Holsteinberg, you will proceed to that port,

and thenee to Goodhaven, (or Lively‚) in the island of Disco. At some one

of the ports above referred to you will probably meet a transport, sent by the

Department, with additional eoal and stores, from which you will supply

yourself to the fullest carrying capacity of the Polaris. Should you fall in

with the transport before making either of the ports at'oresaid, or should you

obtain information of her being at, or having landed her stores at any port

south of the island of Disco, you Will at once proeeed to put yourself in corn—

1nunication with the commander of the transport, and supply yourself with

the additional stores and eoal, taking such measures as may be most expedieut

and eonvenient for that purpose. Should you not hear of the transport before

reaehing llolsteinborg you will remain at that port, waiting for her and your

supplies. as long as the object of your expedition will permit you to delay for
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that purpose. After waiting as long as is safe, under all the circumstances as
they may present themselves, you will, if you do not hear of the transport,

proeeed to Disco, as above provided. At Disco ‚ if you hear nothing of the

transport, you will, after waiting as long as you deem it safe, supply yourself,

as far as you may be able, With such supplies and articles as you may need,

and proeeed on your expedition without further delay. From Disco you will

proceed to Upernavik. At these two last—named places you will procure dogs

and other Arctic outfits. If you think it of advantage for the purpose of

obtaining (legs, &c.‚ to stop at Tossak, you will do so. From Upernavik, or

Tossnk, as the case may be, you will proceed across Melville Bay to Cape

Dudley Digges, and thence you will make all possible progress, with vessels,

beats, and sledges, toward the North Pole, using your own jndgment as to the

route or routes to be pursued and the locality for each winte1"s quarters.

Having been provisioned and equipped for two and a half years, you will

pursue your explorations for that period; but, should the object of the expe—

dition require it7 you will continue your explorations to such a further length

of time as your snpplies may be safer extended. Should, however, the main

object of the expedition, viz, attaining the position of the North Pole, be

accomplished at an earlier period, you will return to the United States with all

convenient dispatch.

There being attached to the expedition a scientific department, its ope—

rations are preseribed in aecordance with the adviee of the National Academy

of Sciences, as required by the law. Agreeably to this advice, the charge and

direction of the scientific operations will be intrusted, under your command,

to Doctor Emil Bessels; and you will reuder Dr. Bessels and his assistants all

such facilities and aids as may be in your power to carry into effect the said

further advice, as given in the instructions herewith furiiished in a communi—

cation from the president of the National Academy of Sciences. It is, however,

important that objects of natural history, ethnology, &c., &e., which may

be eollected by any person attached to the expedition, shall be delivered to the

chief of the scientific department, to be cared for by him, under your direction,

and considered the property of the Government; and every person be strictly

prohibited from keeping any such object. You will direct every qualificd

person in the expedition to keep a private journal of the progress of the expe—

dition, and enter on it events, observations, and remarks, of any nature what—

soever. These journals shall be considered confidential and read by no person

other than the writer. Of these journals no copy shall be made Upon the

return of the expedition you will demand of each of the writers his journal,

which it is hereby order-ed he shall deliver to you. Each writer is to be assured

that when the records of the expedition are published he shall receive a copy;

the private journals to be returned to the writer, or not, at the option of the

Government; but each writer, in the published records, shall receive credit

for such part or parts of his journal as may be used in said records. You will

use every opportunity to determine the position of all capes, headlands‚ isla1nls,

&c., the lines of coasts, take soundings. observe tides and currents, and make

all such surveys as may advance our knowledge of the geography of the Arctic

regions.

You will give special written directions to the sailing and ice master of
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the expedition, Mr. S. O. Buddington, and to the chief of the scientific depart—

ment, Dr. E. Bessels, that in case of your death or disability—a contingency

we sincerely trust may not arise—they shall consult as to the propriety and

manner of carrying into further effect the foregoing instructions, which I here

urge must, if possible, be done. The results of their consultations, and the

reasons therefore, must be put in writing, and kept as part of the records of

the expedition. In any event, however, Mr. Buddington shall, in case of your

death or disability, continue as the sailing and ice master, and control and

direct the movements of the vessel, and Doctor Bessels shall, in such case,

continue, as chief of the scientific department, directing all sledge journeys

and scientific operations. In the possible contingency of their non—agreement

as to the course to be pursued, then Mr. Buddington shall assume sole charge

and command, and return with the expedition to the United States with all

possible dispatch. ‚

You will transmit to this Department, as often as opportunity offers,

reports of your progress and results of your search, detailing the route of your

proposed advance. At the most prominent ‚points of your progress you Will

erect conspicuous skeleton stone monuments, depositing near each, in ac—

cordance with the confidential marks agreed upon, a condensed record of your

progress, with a description of the route upon which you propose to advance

making caches of provisions, &c., if you deem fit.

In the event of the uecessity for finally abandoning your vessel, you Will

at once endeavour to reach localities frequented by Whaling or other ships,

making every exertion to send to the United States information of your position

and situation, and as soon as possible to return With your party, preserving,

as far as may be, the records of, and all possible objects and specimens collected

in the expcdition.

All persons attached to the expedition are under your command. and shall,

under every circumstance and condition, be subject to the rules, regulations,

and laws governing the discipline of the Navy, to be modified, but not increased,

by you as the circumstances may in your judgment require.

To keep'.the Government as well informed as possible of your progress,

you Will, after passing Cape Dudley Digges, throw overboard daily, as open

water or drifting ice may permit, a bottle er small copper cylinder, closely

scaled, containing a paper, stating date, position, and such other facts as you

may deem interesting. For this purpose, you will have prepared papers

containing a request, printed in several languages, that the finder transmit rt

by the most direct route to the Secretary of the Navy, Washington, United

States of America. _ _

Upon the return of the expedition to the United States, you Will transnnt

your own and all other records to the Department. You will direct Dr. Bes_sels

to transmit all the scientific records and collections to the Smithsonian Institutron,

Washington. ‘

The history of the expedition will be prepared by yourself , form all the

journals and records of the expedition, under the supervision of the Depart—

ment. All the records of the scientific results ofthe expcdition will be prepared,

super-vised, and. edited by Dr. Bessels, under the direction and authorrty of

the president of the National Academy of Sciences.
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Wishing for you and your brave commdes health, happiness, and success

in your daring enterprise. and commending you and them to the protecting

care of the God who rules the universe‚

_ I am7 very respectfully, yours,

GEO. M. ROBESON,

Secretary of the Navy/.

CHAS. F. HALL,

C'ummandiny Expedition [award 1/13 North Pole.

Ausser dem hier abgedruckten Schriftstück enthält die oben er—

wähnte Broschüre noch die folgenden Bemerkungen. Instructionen und

Winke:

1) Letter of Professor JOSEPH HENRY, President of the National

Academy of Sciences. (Dieses Schreiben ist an den Minister der Bundes—

Marine gerichtet.) —

2) General Directions in regard to the mode of keeping records. —

J. E. HILGARD.

3) Astronomy. —— SIMON NEWCOMB.

4) Observations at Winter-quarters. —— J. E. HILGARD.

5) Magnetism, Force of Gravity and Ocean. Physics. — J. E.

HILGARD.

6) Meteorology. — JOSEPH HENRY.

7) Natural History. — S. F. BAIRD.

8) Geology. —— F. B. MEEK.

9) Glaciers. — LOUIS AGASSIZ.


